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Our Mission

We provide a 
personalized learning 
path integrating
social, academic and life 
skills for students with 
autism spectrum disorder 
and individual learning 
needs.
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Wyayn Rasmussen, EdD
Executive Director
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Welcome! This year brought unprecedented 
challenges, but we continue to be grateful for each 
member of our AOWL community. More than ever, 
this year proves that—together—we can overcome 
any obstacle. 

Throughout the year, our students, families, staff, 
board of trustees, and donors supported us in all 
the ways we have come to rely upon. Students 
come to class eager to learn, families work with 
us to ensure student success, staff offer top-
notch education and clinical services, our trustees 

provide steady counsel, and donors continue to 
extend their generosity. 

When COVID-19 emerged in the spring, everyone 
stepped up. Students demonstrated their patience 
as educational models necessarily changed, 
families were flexible and understanding, staff 
came together to ensure the best service possible 
under the circumstances, our trustees dedicated 
significant time to guide us, and—when we had to 
cancel our largest fundraiser—donors rallied and 
raised over $200,000 to provide essential mental 
health services and exceptional education to 
students. 

We are pleased that, even in the midst of a 
pandemic, we have been able to expand our 
services. And so, as we look forward, we look to 
a bright future where we can support even more 
students and offer additional therapy services to 
those in need. As we continue our commitment 
to excellence in all of our endeavors, we are 
heartened by the challenges we have faced 
this year, for they have reminded us that our 
community can overcome any challenge. 

Together, we are resilient. 

Welcome

John Higgins
Board of Trustees Chair



“The dreams 
I have for her 

future are now 
attainable. 

It’s something 
that every 

child deserves 
– a chance to 

learn in an 
environment 

that works 
for them and 

promotes their 
uniqueness. 
It’s the hope 

my family 
has found 

at Academy 
of Whole 

Learning.”

Wyayn Rasmussen, EdD
Executive Director

Brenda Tollas, EdM
Head of School

Carly Kortuem
Director of Strategic Advancement

Katie Thormodsgaard, MSW, LICSW
Director of Therapy Services

Mike Onan
Director of Finance

John Higgins
Chair

Rob Dingmann
Vice-Chair

Teri Crosby
Secretary

Ashley Sparks
Treasurer

Allison Barosko
Parent Liaison

Wyayn Rasmussen, EdD
Executive Director

B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s

Margie Fuchs
Rebecca Gibson
Ivan Levy
Pat Mulvihill
Ross Olson
Patty Salmon
Kim Snow
Bob Tift, EdD

T r u s t e e s6 7

A c a d e m y  o f  W h o l e  L e a r n i n g

P
a

g
e

 |
  A

n
n

u
a

l R
e

p
o

rt 2
0

1
9

-2
0

2
0

P
a

g
e

 |
 A

n
n

u
a

l R
e

p
o

rt 2
0

1
9

-2
0

2
0

Leadership
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New STEM courses for high 
school students using the 
Design Thinking Process

Use of Virtual Reality in 
the classroom to increase 

student engagement

P r o g r a m  I m p r o v e m e n t s

Strategic Plan Highlights
While 2019-2020 will go down in history, our strategic 
plan put us in a position of strength, allowing us to 
thrive during COVID-19 challenges.

New supports for high 
school students with 

the addition of a Post-
secondary Career and 
Education Counselor. 

Streamlined enrollment 
process through the use 

of EnrollMe and evergreen 
contracts

A new classroom model 
with a behavior therapist 
in each Lower and Middle 

School classroom

Executive functioning and 
social emotional learning 

assessments for each 
student and client, and a 
subsequent personalized 

learning plan 

Jobs program creation 
within the school

Mentorship program 
with Best Buy - students 

learned various aspects of 
acquiring, retaining and 
succeeding at a career

Better supports for staff 
with a restructuring of 

administrative staff and the 
hiring of a Head of School 

and a new Director of 
Curriculum, Instruction and 

Innovation
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C e l e b r a t i n g  G r o w t h

570% increase in therapy 
service hours provided

95% staff retention

Parent Amy Higgins 
awarded Special Olympics 

Outstanding Volunteer 
Award for 2019

Increased financial aid and 
awarded full scholarships 
to qualifying students for 

the first time

The Board of Trustees 
developed a long-term 

facilities plan for a 
permanent home 

Improved our staff benefit 
package to include 

Dependent Care FSA

Teacher Kade Dreschler 
awarded 2019 MISF 

Honor Teacher of the Year 
(Grades K-8)

Expanded Accessibility to Mental Health 
Services

Free 
psychotherapy 
sessions during 

distance learning

A board certified 
behavior analyst 

(BCBA), new 
psychotherapist 
and 2 behavior 

therapists added 
to therapy staff

Therapy Services 
covered by 

4 additional 
insurance 
providers

Personalized virtual 
learning plans for all 
students and clients

COVID-19 family resource 
page on website

20-member COVID-19 
safety and preparedness 

task force created

C O V I D - 1 9  R e s p o n s e



“There are really nice people and they know how to 
help us kids. I am not getting as frustrated as I was 

before. I feel like I am getting a lot more work done. 
There is a lot of people to help me here.”

-Student, Grade 6

“The school makes me feel like a calming 
waterfall. One of the coolest things I’ve 

learned here is just how kind everyone is.”
-Student, Grade 4

12 13
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Expense Breakdown Revenue by Type
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$ 5 , 0 0 0 - $ 9 , 9 9 9
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$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 +

A n o ny m o u s

D av i d  a n d  K i t t y  C ro s b y  - 
T h e  L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n

Ro b e r t  a n d  Te r i  C ro s b y  - 
T h e  L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n

J o h n  a n d  A my  H i g g i n s

B a b s  Ko c h

R i c h a rd  M .  S c h u l ze  Fa m i l y 
Fo u n d a t i o n

J o h n  a n d  M a r y  U rs u

Donors

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0 - $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

A l l i s o n  a n d  J i m  B a ro s ko 
f ro m  t h e  Ro s e m a r y  a n d 
D av i d  G o o d  Fa m i l y  F u n d  o f 
t h e  S t .  Pa u l  Fo u n d a t i o n

Ro s e m a r y  a n d  D av i d  G o o d

S h av l i k  Fa m i l y  Fo u n d a t i o n

D o n n a  a n d  Ro b  S h e e l e y

K i m  a n d  B u d d y  S n o w  -  T h e 
L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n

M i ke  a n d  S ta c e y  C ro s b y  - 
T h e  L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n  

D av i d  a n d  K i t t y  C ro s b y

D i a n n e  D i n g m a n n  a n d  Ly n n 
S p e l m a n

J e n  a n d  To d d  G ra h a m

L e u t h o l d  Fa m i l y 
Fo u n d a t i o n

I va n  L e v y

U n i t e d  H e a l t h  G ro u p

J a m f  N a t i o n  G l o b a l 
Fo u n d a t i o n

$ 1 , 0 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9

A n o ny m o u s

A l l i s o n  a n d  J i m  B a ro s ko

D av i d  a n d  D e b  B e a rd

B i o  Te c h n e

B o y u m  a n d  B a re n s c h e e r

J o rd a n  B ro w n  a n d  A n n e 
U rs u

C a p e r n a u m  Pe d i a t r i c 
T h e ra p y,  I n c .

C a ro l y n  Fo u n d a t i o n

C a r Va l  I nv e s t o rs

H e n r y  C h a n g  a n d  S h e r r i 
Kn o p i k

B e n  C h r i s t e n s o n  a n d 
C o l l e e n  W i l k i n s o n

C M G  M a r ke t i n g  &  Ev e n t s , 
L L C

C o r va l  G ro u p

E l l i e  C ro s b y  -  T h e  L o n g v i e w 
Fo u n d a t i o n

M i ke  a n d  Pe g  C u c c i a

D e l ta  D e n ta l  o f  M N

Ro b e r t  D i n g m a n n  a n d 
E t h a n  Re y n o l d s

M a r y  C .  D o l a n -  T h e 
L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n

B e c k y  E rd a h l

G a r y  a n d  C a t h i e  E r i c k s o n

M a rg i e  a n d  S t e v e  F u c h s

S u s i e  F r y

S t e p h e n  F r y

Re b e c c a  G i b s o n

D o n n a  a n d  Ro b e r t  G r u b ka

Ka t e  a n d  R i c k  H a r t f i e l

C h r i s t o p h e r  H e r m a n n  a n d 
B r i a n  P i e t s c h

R i ta  H i g g i n s

T h e  H o w a rd  a n d  N i k k i 
A p p l e b a u m  Fo u n d a t i o n

J J S  P ro p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t , 
I n c .

R a h u l  a n d  N i t i  Ka n s a ra

J e n  a n d  E l l i o t  Ko n s c h a k

J o h n  L i d d i c o a t

S t e v e  L i v e r m o re

M e d t ro n i c

Kr i s t e n  M i l l e r

M i n n e s o ta  I n d e p e n d e n c e 
C o l l e g e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y

L u c y  C .  M i tc h e l l -  T h e 
L o n g v i e w  Fo u n d a t i o n

J i m  a n d  L i s a  N y h u s m o e n

O l d  N a t i o n a l  B a n k

M i c h a e l  a n d  C o n n i e  O n a n

J o s h  Pe a rs o n

B ro o ke  a n d  J u l i a n  Re e d

Pa tt y  S a l m o n

E r i ka  S c h i n l e r

S i t  I nv e s t m e n t  A s s o c i a t e s 
Fo u n d a t i o n

S t ra i g h t  L i n e  T h e o r y

J o h n  a n d  Pa t t i  T h o r n t o n

Ro n  a n d  L o r i  To u c h e tt e

J a s o n  Wa g n e r

D o u g l a s  a n d  C l a u d i a  Wa l l

Ty l e r  Wa l l

J o e  a n d  J o A n n  Wa rd

We l l s  Fa rg o

E l e a n o r  W i n s t o n



$ 1 0 0 - $ 4 9 9
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$ 5 0 0 - $ 9 9 9

A my  a n d  K i r k  A a d a l e n

D e b  B a s c o

D av e  a n d  E r i n  B e rg l u n d

D a n i e l s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p

Ro s e m a r y  D i n g m a n n

G ra c e  a n d  Wa d e  D u n k l e y

A my  E k l u n d

M i n n e s o ta  Vo i c e  a n d 
S p e e c h  C l i n i c

C h r i s t i n e  D u b o rd  a n d 
Ke n a n  H a n h a n

J a n  G o d e ke

J a m e s  a n d  Ke l s e y  G o t h

L e a h  a n d  J a s o n  H a r p

L a u ra  H o o p e r

M i n n e t o n ka  F i re

L i ga n d  C o r p o ra t i o n

Kw i k  Tr i p

T h e  Pa r k  Tav e r n

R E M 5  V R  L a b

N a n  E t z w i l e r  a n d  D a n 
O ’ N e i l l

D av i d  a n d  S a n d ra 
F ra u e n s h u h

W i l l i a m  F ro e h l i c h

D a w n  I g o e

C h r i s t i  a n d  B ra n d o n  Kr u s e

J a n e l l e  a n d  B e n  M e i e r

Pa t r i c k  a n d  A g i  M u l v i h i l l

A n d re w  a n d  J o E l l y n 
Ro a l s ta d

S t e v e  a n d  Ka re n  S o u d b a s h

A n d re w  G u r b a d a 

S m a r t e r H S A

J u l i e  a n d  C ra i g  Wa l l

C h a r l i e  a n d  C a r l y  Ko r t u e m

M a l i a  a n d  C h a r l e e 
M a r kq u a r t

D r.  Wyay n  a n d  D r.  G e f re y 
R a s m u s s e n

G re tc h e n  a n d  T h o m a s 
Re i n s m a

D a n  a n d  E m i l y  Wa rd

R i c h  Yu d h i s h t h u  a n d  A k i 
Yo s h i n o

A m a zo n S m i l e  Fo u n d a t i o n

A m e r i p r i s e  F i n a n c i a l  I n c .

J e n n i fe r  a n d  T h o r  A n d e rs o n

A n o ny m o u s

N a ta l i e  a n d  C a r l  A w a l t

Wa l t e r  a n d  M a r j o r i e 
B e n j a m i n

A n d re w  a n d  J o d i  B e n s o n

J u d i t h  a n d  B i l l  B o u d re a u

L i n d s e y  a n d  T i m  B ra n d t

M i ke  a n d  Ke r r y  B ro w n

C a s s i d y  M c C re a  B u r n s

C a rg i l l

C h a r l e s  a n d  N i c o l e  C a r l s o n

N a n c y  C a r r u t h

J o s e p h  a n d  D e l p h i n e  C a s e y

M i c h e l l e  D av i s

J a c q u e  a n d  J i m  D e B u s e

D a n ny  D e l l a  L a n a  a n d  S t e v e 
H a l l

A l l i s o n  D e n t  a n d  D av i d  L e o

Ta ra  a n d  E r i k  E n g e b re t s o n

R h o n d a  E n g l e

Pa u l  a n d  E l i za b e t h  E rd a h l

Fa t  C a t  Ea t s

Pa t  Fe e s e r

S u s a n  Fe l i c i a n o

I a n  a n d  C a ro l  F r i e n d l y

G e n e ra l  M i l l s  -  B ox  To p s 
Fo r  Ed u c a t i o n

G e n e ra l  M i l l s  Fo u n d a t i o n

D a n a  G i l b e r t  a n d  M a tt 
S a n d e rs

M i c h a e l  a n d  L e a n n e  G o t h

D av i d  a n d  J o d i  G u b b r u d

Ro n  a n d  C i n d y  H e w i t t

B r u c e  a n d  J u l i e  H j e r p e

C a r l t o n  H o a g l a n d

J e f f re y  a n d  J e s s i c a  H o m

F ra n c e s  H o m a n s  a n d  A l l a n 
To rs t e n s o n

B i l l  H u d s o n  a n d  Ro s s  O l s o n

A n n  a n d  D a r r i n  J a n i s c h

C a s e y  a n d  Ke v i n  Ke l l y

Te re s a  Ke m p f

S a l a h  a n d  Ka r i n  K h u h ro

Pa i g e  a n d  T i m o t h e u s 
Kn o re k

Te y l o r  Ko t t ke

Pe r r y  L e o  a n d  L i s a  V i l l a l ta

G a l y n a  L o u g h ra n

J a c k  a n d  Tra c y  M a l o n e y

S h a ro n  M c G ra n n

J u d y  M e t z g e r

N e a l  M i l l s a p s

H e a t h e r  N i c h o l l s

N a n c y  a n d  T h o m a s  P h i l l i p s

D av i d  P i t t m a n

J e a n  P ra t h e r

J o h n  a n d  N a n c y  P r i c e

Ka re n  a n d  S c o t t  Ry n e rs o n

Ka re n  a n d  B a r r y  S a n d e rs

G re g  a n d  Ka t y  S a u n d e rs

C o n n i e  S c h w a d e r

K i s a  S i m s

C h e r y l  a n d  C h u c k  S m i t h

A r l e n e  a n d  R a l p h  S o n d ay

A s h l e y  a n d  C h a r l i e  S p a r k s

E r i c  a n d  J e n n i fe r  S t i n e

J o n  a n d  L e a  T h e o b a l d

L a n a  a n d  D av i d 
T h o r m o d s ga a rd

D r.  B o b  a n d  A n n a  T i f t

M a ke n z i  T i j e r i n a

A n d re w  a n d  D e b  U n g l a u b e

J a m e s  a n d  L a R u e  U n g l a u b e

Ed w a rd  a n d  M a r y  E l l e n 
V i l l a l ta

E l i za b e t h  V i l l a l ta

N e i l  a n d  M o n i c a  W h i t e

D r.  M i c h e l l e  W i l l i a m s

P re s t o n  a n d  S h a ro n 
W i l l i a m s

L a u re n  a n d  We i  C h i  Wo n g

Sponsors
T h e  H i g g i n s  Fa m i l y

Ro b e r t  a n d  Te r i  C ro s b y  o f  t h e  L o n g v i e w 
Fo u n d a t i o n

C M G  M a r ke t i n g  &  Ev e n t s

D e l ta  D e n ta l  o f  M i n n e s o ta

C a p e r n a u m  Pe d i a t r i c  T h e ra p y

C o r va l  G ro u p

J J S  P ro p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t

M i n n e s o ta  I n d e p e n d e n c e  C o l l e g e  a n d 
C o m m u n i t y

M u r ray  Ro a d  A g e n c y

O l d  N a t i o n a l  B a n k

S t ra i g h t  L i n e  T h e o r y

B o y u m  B a re n s c h e e r

G e f re y  R a s m u s s e n  D e n t i s t r y

A n n e  U rs u  a n d  J o rd a n  B ro w n

Kw i k  Tr i p
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