
Phone Use Expectations at Capstone

Thank you to the families who completed our recent phone
use survey (30 responses in total). The feedback was helpful
and showed strong support for Capstone’s existing
expectation that phones should be put away during
instruction, volunteering, work-based activities, and other
structured programming. Families also identified appropriate
times when phone use may be reasonable, such as lunch,
transportation, breaks, and transitions, as long as it does not
interfere with safety, engagement, or participation. I’m glad
that there is internal alignment on these expectations.

As we prepare for next year, we will continue to clarify and
consistently reinforce these expectations with participants.
Our goal is not to eliminate phones, but to help participants
practice appropriate technology habits for adult, social,
community, and workplace settings.

We also recognize that some participants may need phone
access for specific reasons, such as transportation
coordination, work communication, medical or safety needs,
or regulation. These situations will continue to be considered
individually.
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With Sincere Appreciation
Michael Faeth
Director of Adult Education

 Parent Roundtable

Thank you to those who were able to attend our recent Parent
Roundtable on employment with Hannah Knoll from VRS. We
have really appreciated the strong turnout and thoughtful
discussion at these events this year.

As we plan for next year, we want these roundtables to
continue being focused and useful. At the same time, we
would welcome a variety of topics for each year. If you have
suggestions for future roundtable topics that would be helpful
to families, please let me know.

 Possible Weekend Social Activities

We also received helpful, though more mixed, feedback
about the possibility of occasional Saturday social activities.
The responses showed that transportation to and from
Franklin would be manageable for many families, but
families were more mixed about having a Saturday activity
replace a regular Social Friday, with 55% in support and
45% unsure or opposed.

We heard that some participants and families may enjoy
occasional weekend Capstone community opportunities,
while others value keeping Saturdays open for family time,
work, outside activities, or downtime. Some families also
expressed concern about losing the Friday programming
option without having something meaningful in its place.

The reason we asked this question is that Capstone is
expected to have more participants next year while likely
continuing with the same number of vehicles. Because of
that, we may need to adjust how we structure Social Fridays.
This could mean more on-campus Social Friday options,
smaller group outings, or occasionally offering a Saturday
activity when it makes sense. Having the occasional
weekend activity would also increase the variety of what we
are able to offer. 

At this point, we are not making any changes. If  we decide to
pilot a Saturday activity, we will provide details in advance and
continue gathering feedback from families and participants.

 Summer Overnight Trips

A reminder that for each overnight trip, we will leave around
12pm and return at about 1pm (the St. Paul trip will be leaving
a bit later at 2pm) You are welcome to drop off earlier, but
please make plans to not pick-up late (and please do not be
late for the departure!) We will not have regularly scheduled
programming during this week, so if you are not part of an
overnight trip, please do not come to Capstone. 

We will not provide lunch on the first day of the trip, so please
come well fed or with a packed lunch.
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